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EXICO CITY, AU-
gust 135, 199]1. —Mex-
ico has the best md
cheapest beer in the
world. You ean buy
it all over Mexico for
ncent a glass, and
w there are a thousand
2 licensed shops in
Mezxico City. The
city gets £1,000 a day
revenue from these
shops, and 250,000 |
pints of this hquor
are sold here every

day. This makes
two tumblers to each
man, woman and

ehild in the eapital,
and the consnmption
throughout the re-
mwainder of the coun-
= tryis ]-r\“‘;)rtium‘te!y
@ : great. e Mexican
beer is enlled pulque. Tt is natare’s own beer,
an'd 1t 1s mwmade irom the sap of a cactus pllnt
of the same specics as the century plant. This
grows in Mexico to a height of from eight to
fiticen fect. It is made ap of greatgreenleaves,
whick are a foot wide ut the bottom, and which
are often eight inches thick and eight or ten
foet long. Thess leaves start up from the
ground aronmd = green cone. which
1= & foot at the base and which ends
in & point as sharp as a needle. It
tukes aboat ten vears for this cone to grow to
its proper size, and if it is left s fower grows
upon 1= and the plant after blossoming dies.
HOW THE FULGQUE I8 MADE.

Jast before bl somIng,. however, it is I'Old’
for pulque making. This is done by cutting
the cone out of the plant, and this leaves a
great bowl in the plant about as large as a two-

gullon erock. Into this bowl the sap of the
lenves runs in streams, and each plant will pro-
duee from eight to tifteen quarts of Juice per
dar. It continnes to vield this amount for six
months, and one plant will produce barrels

nd sometimes hozsheads of liquor. This li-
nor i« the nataral beer. Tt Hows into the

bowl us sweet as sugar and as clear as erystal.
After twenty-four hours, however, its color
has changed to that of skimmed milk. It has

» 1o ferment and it tastes like butter milk.
7% to smell and its odor and strength in-
e+ as 1t grows older, so that for a block
ul w pulqne shop voa have the smell of &
irger cheese factory and vou ean shut

dad the saloons by yonr nose.

b eles AN

The beer bas about the same efiect as good
Bavorian bock. 1t mukes you feel comfortable
and too muck of it goes to your head. It acts
on your liver and kiineys and aids digestion.

It yom take it toward might 1t curcs your in-
soming, and | find it an excellent touie.
PULLTE PEDDLERS AND SHOPS.

Thi=s pulque is raiced in big plantations.
There are tens of thousands of acres of the
plants growing near Mexico City and one rail-
road receives a thousand dollars a Jday for ear-
riicg pulgue into the capital T traveled for
milos turough these pulane plantations and I
saw the Indiwn peons gatheving the liquor.
Each man had u bag of antanned pig=kin on his
back and the juice was drawn from the plint

into this by weszns of a long gourd, whick scted
a3 a siphou.

A PULQUE STRIFPER.
The Ind:an would poke one end of this gourd
inte the hole in the plant and suck the air and
the juice out and them turn it into this dirty

igekin bag. These bage were made of the

wle of & whole hog and some of them lovked !
as though they were not more than two or three |
days old.  The legs and the mouth of the skin
were sewed up, and when the bag was full of the
higuor these wobbled about, making the bag
ook like a live arimal. The pulque ferments |
in these bags. In them it 1 carried into the city
and it i= servedl either from them or from bar- |
rels.  The method of dealing it out to the cus-
tomers is no WoTe appetizing than the mode of
Batleriug it

MAYE A DRINE, SENOR.

A dirty Meziean in Lis shirt sleeves, with his
arms bare to be biceps, takes s glass the size
of a schooner and thrasts his arm into the
barrei up to the elbow and f{i“‘ vou the pulque

| mgaan uutil the next morning.

| are patronized chiefly by them and yo
| less disorder in Mexico at night than in any
| other city of its size in the United States. The

with his hand ing- ou can conquer
mm,;mﬂfmﬁsm is Dot as !

AT TRAIN.

a!l bad. These pulque shopsare found in every
Mexican block. They are open from early in
the morning until  o'clock at night, and at this
time they are closed by law and are not opened
Y Mexico has ex-
cellent police regulations in regard to the
peons or common people. The pulque shopa

{ vou find

high-priced saloons, which =ell all kinds of
lignors, are kept o{»en until miduight and later,
and I hear the billiard balls clicking and the
rich foreigners and well-tosdo Mexicans earous-
ing in the Iturbide bar room early in the mora-
ing and all day Sunday.
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FrTLQTE PEDDLER.
The pulgne product, however, is the most
profitable of any liquor production in Mexico
and many of these pulque plantationa bring in

from ten to twelve thonsand dollara a vear. 1
know of one man who gets £200 & day from his
pulque hacienda. The pulque plaut is one of
the most nseful plants in the world. Its fiber
makes excellent thread and the Aztecs use its
thorna for needles. They thuteh their houses
with its leaves and in the days of Cortez they
made paper out of it. This paper was like
papyrus  and there are old Aztec manuscripts
in existence which were made in this way. A
number of other liquors in addition to puique
are produced from the plant, and in one dis-
trict & very fine brundy called meseal is pro-
duced from 1t, and tequila is another lignor,
much like Seotch whisky,which comes from the
maguey plant. The leaves of this plant con-
tuin thousands of fibers and these make the
strongest kind of bagging and ropes. which are
equal in strength to linen.
THE ORIGIN OF THE *‘CoCRTAIL."

The title of our most popular drink comes
from Mexico. The Aztec word for pulque is
pronpunced much like ocktail. snd Geu.
Scott’s troops called the liguor cocktail and
carried the word back to the United States. It
is said that the liquor was discovered by a
Toltec noble and that he sent it 0 the king by
the bhand of his daughter, Miss Cocktail
(Xochitl). The king drauk the liqguor and then
looked at the maiden. The first tickled his
palate, the second enamored his heart. It was
u cuse of love at first sight in both instances
and be married the girl and started a pulque
plantation. From t day to this the Mex-
icans have kept themselves saturated with
puljue, and Miss Cocktauil is one of the Venuses
of Mexican tradition.

MEXICAN BRANDIES
are very strong. There is one called agnardi-
ente, whick is made from sugar cane and which
15 as strong as it i8 cheap. 1 had a sore throat
& few days agoand was advised to bathe my
neck in this brandy. I found that it made the
skin smart and concluded to see how much al-
cohol there was in it. I poured a wine gluss
full of it on to my marble washstand and
touched a mateh toit. It exploded like eoul
oil and blazed away for tem minutes. Two
milhon dollars worth of this brandy is mude 1n
Mexico every year. It produces drunkenness
very quickly.

EXPENSIVE WINEQ

Mexicans have some good wines, but they are
very dear, and an ordinary claret costa £1 a
bottie. The chief drinks at meals are coffee
and chocolate, and the Mexican chocolate is de-
liciona. It is flavored with cinnamon and is
served gquite sweet. There is always a fonm on
the top of the cup, and in all the Mexican mar-
kets you will find chocolate mixers, a little
wooden stick with a knob ou the end, much like
that of o baby's rattle.  You stand these on end
i the chocolate and make the knob go around
by whirling the stem beiween the palms of your
Lauds.

WHAT THE MEXICANS EAT.

Defore 1 came to Mexico I wns told that I
would find nothing good to eat in the country.
Every one said that the hotels were horrible
and my friends patted their stomachs and
lovked at me with commiserating eyes. They
said that evervthing Mexican was a mixture of
red pepper amd grease and that the only good
hotels in the country were those kept by the
Americans who had gone down there. 1 ven-
tured into the land with fear and tremblin
ansd at first patronized t' = American hotels. T
fonnd them dear and nast;. The cooking was
abeminasble and the service was worse. | then
tried & Mexican hotel and found it excellent.
Some of the best meals 1 have ever had [ have
eaten in Mexivo, and 1 shall not soon forget a
dinmer at Toluca, where a pretty Mexican boy
gave me a dinner of ten courses and where the
cuisine wns equal to that of a good Paris res-
taursnt.

GOOD RESTAURANTS AND MOTELS.

Throughout sonthern Mexico [ found splen-
did botels. Ihey were often kept in old mon-
asteries, and at Zacatecas I slept in a big room
off n ¢loister where the door was four inches
thick and the key weighed a pound. One end
of my room opened out on a garden. which
constituted the center of the bLuilding, and
every night I could walk around this in the
moonlizht and see it soften the outlines of the
great Moorish dome of the mounstery which
looked down upon me. The cooking here was
good and the same wasa the c¢ase at (igana-
hoato, The Mexicans serve their meals one
dish at a time in table d'hote style, and they
begin dinner withsoap and end 1t with beans.
The waiter at the hotel brings a bowl of soup |
to ¥ou and yon ladle out as much as you waut.

After soup vou have u half a dozen different
kinds of meat and vegetables served separately |
and you close with a dessert and coffee. Mexi-
can frijules alwavs form a part of the meal
These are prouvcanced freeholies and they are
Mexican biack beans.  They are superior to the
Boston baked Leans and every one ests them. |
They are never eaten on the day they are |
ecooked and they are alwars served in great |
abundance. They close the meal as rice closes
A dinner in Japan, and 1 suppose the idea is
that the wan wio has not enough of other
thiugs can il up on beans.

QUEEL MEAT WAGOXNS.

Oaly the better classes of Mexicans eat meat,
an 1 one of the great fields of American invest-
ment is in the packing interests of Mexico.
Ham and beef bring high prices and the raeat
busisess of the vity is managed by wonopolies.
Good beeves are worth from €45 to §50 a head,
and there i3 more mution eaten than beef. A
great deal of the beof comes from Guanahuato
and the meat wagons of this city ure mules.
Take one of the greassiest, dirtiest mules you
can find and fasten o framework of hooks fo &
saddle on bhis back. Let this framework ex-
tend about a foot above the mule and on the
books hang the balves and quarters of beeves
#o that the blood drips from them on the
ground and so thet where the mules are small
the meat almost touches the ground and you
have the Mexican butcher cart of the moun-
tains. The butcher or meat peddler wears a

eat blanket about his shoulders, a broad

rimmeéd hat on Lis head and his feet are bare.
If you buy a quarter of beef Le will carry it
into your house on his head, and if you want a
slice he will hack off & piece for you and charge
you about the same for the neck as the loin.

EVENTTHING GORS.
The Mexicans sell every part of the animal,
and in every market you will find little cook

sbops ic which shreds of beel are fried aad

.

offered for sale. These are for the Indian cus-
tomers, who stand about and eat the
morsel with their and without
of knile, fork or plate. In Mexico City the
the bu g is more care done beef
is comparntively cheap. You can get & roast
for 18 cents a pound, but pork is more ex-
pensive. The pork business of Mexico City is
controlied by a Mexican, who bas made millions
out of it, and he is now putting up one of the
biggest packing houses in the world. He has
Lis agents all over the city and he imports his
bogs from Kansas,
THE LAND OF THE FRY.

Mexico is the land of the fry. Nearly every
kind of meat is cooked in Iard and the conse-
quence is that lard is very high priced It
costs 31 cents a pound. and it largely takes the

lnce of butter. It is very hard to find good

utter in Moxico. That made by the natives
is largely from goats’ milk. It is white and is
dressed without salt. A smart American has
started a dairy in Mexico City. He has Jersey
cows and gets from 55 cents to 1 a pound for
his butter, and proportionately as high J)ricu
for his milk. My sister accompanies me during
my Mexican tour and she has not esten a bite
of butter since we entered the republie, about
two months ago. It was in connection with
her that T had a very funny experience at the
Lotel at Monterey.

I had understood that there wasan American
dairy near the town, and I noied that the but-
ter on the table was of a beantiful vellow and
that it tusted much better than the goat butter
I bad been eating st otber points. I urged my
sister to try it, saying that it was American
Lutter and that it came from the dairy, and
with this I took a big Dbite outof & e of
bread that was spread with it. This moment &
burly Texan across the tuble interrupted me,
saying:

““Stranger, that ain't American butter, thal's
'm‘?ﬂﬂﬂ-"

PLENTY OF CHICKFNS.

You find good chickens all over Mexico, and
there seems to be plenty ~f game. Chickens
are peddled around in ccops on the backs of
men, and now and then you will see an Indian
with perhaps two dozen tied together by the
legs and thrown over his shoulders. Ho goes
with these fiom house to house and sells them,
Eggs are sold in the market in little piles of
four to tbe pile, and not by the dozen, as we
scll them, and I mote that in some places the
eggs are packed in corn husks for shipment.
Everything in the Mexican market seems to be
sold in piles, and I can find no standard of
measurement except the eyve. There were piles
of four tomatoes, of six little potatoes, ot a
handful of red peppers and of other like things
around each pu-i«lll‘;r. and these peddlers were
Indians, and the Indians seemed to be the
marketmen of Mexico,

FROM HAND TO MOUTH.

They carry their wares for miles into the city
on their backs, and a dollar's worth of market
stuff is carried for days in order that it may be

sold here. The buying is done in the same
picayune way as the selling, and thiscity of
300,000 people lives from hand to mouth. I
den’t believe thereisa cellar in the whole town,
and every morning the servants go to market
and buy enough for the day. They buy for
cash and before going to bed yon have to leave
enough silver with your servants for the morn-
ing marketing. It 1s not fashionable for ladies
to de their own marketing and everything ie
bought by the servants. The result is that
housekeeping in Mexico is very expensive, and
between the prices charged and what the ser-
vants steal the outlay is even greater than it is
in the United States.
THE UNIVERSAL SIFSTA.

The Mexicans themselves live much more
cheaply than we do. The morning meal even
among the richest clusses consists of only a cup
of chocolate or coffee, with plain bread or
eweet eake. The Mexicans eat this by dipping
it into the chocolate and they often take this
mealin bed. Coffee is served in your rooms at
ali the hotels if you desire it, and if you live
like the Mexicans you will find your charges
much less. The second breukfust is served at
12 or 1 o'clock, and at this all the family sit
down, and it is really a dinner rather than a
breakiast. Soup isalways served at it, and the
Mexicans have a hdodred diffzrent kinds of
soup.

TRE EVENING MEAL
is taken about 7 o'clock, and at tbis the family
meet ag at the second breskfast No work is
done by any one in Mexico for about two hours

after this midday breakfaet, and the business
Loeurs here are from 9 te 12 and from 8 to 6.
Between 1 and 3 the whale city sleeps or gos-
sips, nnd after 7 o'clock you will find none of
the stores open. Mexican bread is almost
altogether made by the bakers, is fairly good
and tastes very much like the French bread. 1
have not had & watlle nor a griddle cake since 1
came into the country, and I look in vain on
every bill of fare for hot biscuits and pie. I
do not find the Mexican dishes half as hot as
they are painted, and I doubt not but that their
cuisine is fully as bhealthful as ours.
Fraxx G. CARPENTER.
—_— ————sev-
THE SERGEANT'S PROMISE.

A Sequel to the Story of “Premonition of
Death,"
To the Editor of The Evening Star:

Reading over the little incident, “A Tale of
a Battlefield,” as stated by Dr. Wm. Tindall in
the ever welcome Saturday’s Star of A ngust
29, on the premonition of death of Lieut.
Darlington, company D, first Delaware regi-
ment, I send you a line to complete that which
I was not aware any one knew but myself.

Yes, Darlington and I were tent mates, bosom
friends and lieutenants in that old veteran regi-
ment, and on the eve of Fredericksburg's
bloody slaughter we promised each other to
mark the grave of “Harrv's dream victim"” by
the survivor. I was startied to find the inci-
dent in print and exactly correct, except we
filed to the right after leaving the cut, out of
the old depot, along the canal, moved by the
left tlauk, deployed as skirmishers to open the
onslaaght on Marye's Heights. We had gone
scarcely twenty yards when a spherical shel]
came rolling down the hill. Igave it ample
room and it burst right in front of that little
company of twenty-three men, killing and
wounding eleven, including Lieut. Darlington.
The sergeants started to earry him buck, but
were stopped by thé canal, where, finding him
dead, they laid him down. On my retarn from
the heights after dark I learned from sergt. T.
where they hud left the body.

Early nextmorning I called for volunteers to
try and recover it. Selecting five from those
uffered we started out of the town toward the
rebel lines. On reaching the open common
and swamp bordering the canal we were met
by a brisk fire from the rebel sharpshooters,
who had moved down into the valley after we
left the heights the night before. Upon con-
sultation we decided to make a rush scross the
hundred or more yards to the eanal, believing
they would cease firing when we left cover. 8o
marking the spot as near as possible where
Lieut. Darlington's body was sup d to have
been left away we went, but that tire grew hot-
ter, aud only fuur of us reached the friendly
cover of the canal bank. I have often won-
dered if that rebel line thonght we six wers
going to storm those hLills where 18,000 had
fuiled the day before. It wasa cowardly act.
However, we were in a fix, and visions of Lib-
bey prison loomed up handsomely to those four
Ysnks cowering under the canal .

On looking in the stagnent water one of the
men saw an overcoat and exclaimed: **There's
a New Yorker hiding under water.” I had
given Licut. D. a couple of New York state
buttons for his overcoat a few dnys before, and
1t struck me at once it was Harry. My surmise
was correct. We got him out and found
another ekeil had struck the other leg and
kuocked the body into the water after Sergt.
T, had left to join as in the fight.

How to get back was a problem. I dared
not sicrifice more of the boys, as we had
seardtly a dozen left for duty and a court of
inquiry might net accept the promise made
my dead friend sufficient for such a fool-ardy
picco of business. We finally decided to start
with the body and if they again opened un us
one of the boys volunteered to go to them
with a white rag on his gun for a flag of tryce
while we went into town with the body, and
if.they would not allow him to come back after
heariug bis story he would remain a prisoner,
It was & brave offer. They did not fire and
Harry was buried in a church yard in Fred-
ericksburg with a board and name cut on it
at his bead: and alone a hero sleeps, unless bis
relatives, to whom I wrote describing the sit-
uation and offering to accompany them at any
time in the future, removed him to his dear
Peunsylvania bome. I have never heard.

Ligor. T.

b

Took a Hint at Last.
From the New York Herald.

It was the time of night when bored belles
yawn and beaus linger. Hints innumerable
bad been sown on barren ground. Georgie
Deadgone would stay. Finally Miss Nosnooze
excused hersell for a few moments. A minute
later the cook, in full regalia, entered the par-
lor, and, walking up to Georgie Deadgone,

m;v_r'ﬁn would you like to have for breakfast,

xﬁ"xmm went.. -

HORSFORD'S ACID PHOSPHATE
For the Tired Brala
From over-exertion. Try it

HUNTING FOR A SNARIK

How Prof. Marsh Found Several In an An-
¢ient Lake Bed in Dakota.

ROF. 0. C. MARSH OF YALE COLLEGRE

and the geological survey, who left Wash-
ington this week, has had many a thrilling ad-
venture incidentally to his hunts for fossila in
the wild west. A choice locality for thissors
of exploration is found in the Bad Lands of
Dakota, where ever so long ago there was a big
luke. Around thebordersof thisshoetol water,
inan aacient epoch, there browsed countless
numbers of strange beasts, of species unknown
atthe present day save by their bones occa-
sionally dugnp. Some kinds were as big as
elepbants and addicted to a vegetable diet ex-
clusively, while there were also to be found in
the same region smaller but extraordinarily
fierce carnivores, which preyed upon their
more bulky but comparatively helpless neigh-
bors. There were plenty of smaller beasts, too,
of ever so many varieties, all of them extinct
now, among which were surprising marsupials
that brought forth their young like
when the offspring were no bigger than beans,
carrying them thereafter in pockets ontside
their bellies until they grew big enough to take
care of themselves.

THE TALE OF THIS WONDERFUL LARKE

is a story of the ages—whole epochs, in fact,
which were required for the gradual filling up
of the lake with mud and detritus. While this
pProcess was going on animals of all sorts were
continually dying on the bLorders of the big
sheetof water,becoming mired in the surround-
m{mnhes or drifting into the lake by way of
tributary water courses Their bodies sank to
the boitom and became buried in the mud, o
that, as the latter was udded to by fresh layers
Year after year and century after century, it
formed a series of strata through which the
curpses were scattered like plumsin a pud-

ding.

[tgthe Inke bottom had been hard sand the
dead beasts would have quickly decayed, the
bones being scattered abont and becoming
eventually dimintegrated. But the mad en-
wrapped them and preserved them more effect-
ually than any artificial process of mummificn-
tion could have dene, o fur ns the skeletons
were concerned, though necessarily the fleshy
tisaues becamo gradually wasted away and dis-
appeared.

AFTER THE LAPSE OF AGES.

By and by, after the lapse of ages, the mud in
the bottom of the lake came to be a mile in
depth, filling up what had been the basin con-
taining that sheet of water, until the place be-
came dry land. The mud had hardened into
stone, but the great Colorado and other rivers
forced channels througk the solid rock, leaving
towering cliffs on this side and that, while the
mighty streams washed everything away be-
tween. Thus formed by resistless powera of
nature the Bad Lands, as they are called, afford
the weirdest desert spectacle to be found any-
where in the world.

It is there that the paleontologist loves to
roam, eyeing the ‘fossil-bearing strata” in
every bluff to see if perchance a bone shows
where it has been exposed by the erosion of
the water, He knows that the stran looking
hills, made once upon & time out ofq:‘ks mud,
are full of astonishing monsters and other ex-
tinct crentures of the far pastif only he could
get at them. If be hits upon a find he keepa it
to himself lest some other fellow should come
along and rob him of it. Not the miser with
his gold is so chary of giving it away as is the
fossil hunter with information concerning his
private mines of bones.

PROF. MARSH'S FIND.

One day when Prof. Marsh was nosing about
the west a comparatively noble red man showed
him a tooth. It was a big tooth, but the mere
size of it was not what made the professor's
whiskers enrl in spite of himeelf. He recog-
nized it immediately ns the grinder of a mighty
mammal new to science. It had n once em-
ployed for chewing purposes by what has since
come to be known as the brontotherium, a
beast ax big as an elepliant, but shaped some-
what like a rhinoceros, with two enormous
l&orﬁa on its head aud a flexible gnout like a

pir.

THE INDIANS OBJECTED.
Only a topth! But if it had been a diamond
equal in size and of the first water Prof. Marsh
would not have valued it so highly. He lost no

time in organizing a party of frontiersmen who
had been in Lis employ on previous expedi-
tions and or whom he could implicitly rely.

The place where the big tyoth had been found
was a certain locality in the very lake basin
described. Indians were very troublesome
thereabout at that time. When the Red Clond
agency was reached, not far from the objective
point, the whole country was found actually
ulive with thousands of savages, who were
rather disposed to be hostile. Although Prof.
Marsh's object was explained to them they be-
lieved that it was a ruse and that he was goin
to dig for gold. Several pow-wows were held,
and, finally, they refused to let the party pro-
ceed. Nevertheless, the expedition struck camp
iu the n.?]tln and silently stole away to the bone
fields. e Indians did not know of ita de-
parture until the next morning.

COLLECTING BONES IN A SXOW STORM.

The party went to work immediately on their
arrival at the ground. It was so intensely cold
that all bands suffered severely, and it was only

possible to escape freezing by most active ex-
ertion. As fust as fossils were socured they
were heaped together, piles of stones being
laced to mark the localities of the bone col-
ections in the eventof a snow storm. Snow
fell deep, but still the professor and his little
band kept at it. Meanwhile the savages had
mounted sentinels on the neighboring hills
watching the lprog‘rm of operations. One
night some Indians attempted to surprise the
camp, but their dgru ect was defeated. Occa-
sionally in the day time u few Sioux droYpsl.l
in, professing friendly motives, but really to
see what was going on.

Finally, the expedition having packed its
bones, started on its return to the agency just
in time to escape a raid from a large war rg
of northern Indians, whoscoured the Bad Lan
the following day in a vain hunt for the “Bone-
hunting Chier” and his courageous band., At
the agency the Indians bad decided to be
friendly and invited the visitors to a feast, the
menu for which included ull the delicacies of
the seauson, from grassLopper short cake to
fricasseed puppy.

THE RESULTS OF THE EXPEDITION
justified the hardship and the danger incurred
by those who participated init. Nearly two
tons of fossils were secured, most of them rare

specimens illustrating entire families of quad-
rupeds, concerning which all that is known has
been ascertained within a very few days. One
of the most notable was the brontotherium al-
ready described. It bad a long neck, and
doubtless animals of this species lived together
in herds, cropping the luxuriant tropical ve
tation that grew in their epoch around the
ancient luke. Very likely their remains were
washed into the lake by freshets.

AMONG THE FOSSILS
found were those of animals nearly allied to
the rhinoceros, the camel and the horse of to-
dny.y Some imrorunt geological points were
also”ascertnined by the expedition. For one
thing it was determined that the ancient lake
was Eiggcr than any two of the  great lakes of
the northwest today put together. It stretohed
from the southern slope of the Blacx Hills,
which formed its northern limit, to near the
northern line of Kansas, and its western mar-
gin was the Rocky mountains. Long after this
cocene lake was filled and dried up another
tropical lake covered the same region, having
the same boundaries nt the south and west, but
extending svuthward as far as Texns. The
sands and clay deposits of this more recent
luke basin aro of the pliocene age. They are
of great thickness, in some places not less than
1,500 feet. Noarly all of the high table launds
from the White river to the Arkausas are
formed of the deEou‘.u of the pliocene lake.
It bas proved rich in foseil remains, particu-
larly in fossil horses; but all the ani found
in it differ from those of the lake below as well
as from the beasts now living in the world.

He Wanted to IKKnow.

& -t‘;"
bo . have to
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Ring Tee's Auriferons Duck.
From the San Uiego Daily Sun.
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Writtem for The Evening Star.
LORE ABOUT SPIDERS.

Things of Interest About Creatures That
Weave Webs—First Ameng Spinners.

WITHOUT THEM FLIES WOULD BZ A PLAGUE~EOW-
THEIR EYES ARE FORXKED—PROCESS BY WEICH
THEY MAEE THEEIR wEB—ROPES oF 1,000
STRANDA

“OH. THE NASTY THING!"

“What is it, my dear,” inquired her
husband calmly, withdrawing his pipe from
his mouth.

“’A borrid spider! It was on the back of my
neck !"

“Did it bite yon?”

“No, I'm thankful to say."”

*Then why do you call it horrid?" rejoined
the natoralist spouse. “Just suppose for a
moment that there were no spiders.”

*“It wonld be very nice, I'm sure.”

"On the contrary, my dear, it would be most
unfortunate. Was not s plague of flies one of
the afflictions that troubled Egypt on account
of the Pharaoh's obstinacy? It must have been
caused by a remarkable scarcity of spiders.
Undoubtedly the. most particular mission of
spiders in this world is to keep down the multi-
tudes of flies which would otherwise swarm
over the earth and gobble everything up. Did
¥ou ever examine a spider's chewing apparatus?

**‘Never; and I don't want to.”

“My treasure, you have no scientific enthu-
siasm, I fear. You should affect the quality,
though you have it not. Permit me to assure

ou that a spider's head iz one of the most
nteresting objects in nature when seen under
the microscope. In front of the head are two
claw-shaped fangs, shut up like & clasp knife
when not in uvse, but stiffly erected when the
animal is excited, either to defend itscl! or to
attract its prey. Each of these fangs is a tube,
at the lower end of which is an oval sac full of
poison, while the pointed extremity is left open,

80 ad fo aflord & venom duct most convenient
for the object intended.”

MRS. SPIDER AND HER PRET.
‘“‘How learned that all sounds! Do proceed.”
“With pleasure, my love. My pipe is out;
T'll thank youfor a match. Well, as I was
sbout to say, when Mrs. Spider—its always a
Mru., because tho male spiders are only about a
fiftieth of the size of the females, spin no webs
and seem to be useful for no otger purpose
than the perpetuation of their species in the
distaff Jine—when Mrs. Spider sees » fly caught
in her net by the gluten she attaches to the
thread, she plunges into the unhappy victim
her two fangs. At the same instanta drop of
poison exudes through each fang into the
wound and the prey quickly dies. The strength
of this venom must be really very great indeed,
inasmuch ns 80 small a quantity as a single
;Pider secretes will canses human being somuch
iscomfort. Spider bites have been often fatal,
it is snid, but only'two or three varieties are
dangerous, and cases of deaths from their at-
tacks are apt to be insufficiently authenticated.
© poison is of an acid nature, as is proved
by the fuct that litmus paper perforated I::iy the
fangs of an angry spider turns red around the
boles made by the bites.™
HER EYES.

““Then, to conclude the subject, the spider
oats the fly.”

*That i3 to eay, my dear, she devours por-
tions of the insecct. She clasps her fangs down-
ward tightly so as to squeeze out the soft in-
side parts into her mouth. The empty skin she
rejects. But I was going to tell you something
about the eyes with which Mrs. Spider secs her
prey before she grabs it. They are very won-
derful organs of vision indeed and well worth
describing. Usually they are eight in number,
looking under the microscope like polishedand
brilliant hemispheres of diamonds, but their
arrangement in the forebead of the animal
varies remarkably. Sometimes they are set in
asquare und in other cases mauy different
forms. Each eye is covered with a transparent
cornea, like that of & human being; it has &
crystalline lens and an iris surrounding the
pupil of red, green or brown. The species that
g0 sbrond at night have each eye furnished
with a curtain, which reflects a bright metallic
luster and makes the eyes of such spiders glare
in the twilight like those of cats.”

THE WEBS OF SPIDERS.

“Now, that in rather interesting I"

“1am glad you think so, my treasure. Per-
haps you will not find it a bore if I tell you
some unngnl have heard about the webs of
spidera. They were the first spinuers, you
know. You may remember the ancient story
of Arachne, who contended with Minerva for
the prize at ncedlework, and not only was de-
feated. but was transformed for her pains b
the offended goddess into a spider. I thi
I'll try another qipc. Thank you; it's going
now. Well, as was saying, spiders have
varions ways of spinning and wuvgng.

**Some hide in burrows, which they line with
a web. Others inclose themselves in silken
tubes, strengthened on the outside with leaves.
Others yet weave nests, then issue threads to
entrap their prey. 8till others spin great webs
of close texture, like hammocks, and wait for
the insecta that may become entangled. Cer-
tain species spread silken filuments under water
to capture aquatic insects. There are kinds of
spiders known as the ‘jumpers’ and the ‘run-
ners,’ which catch their game by swift pursuit
and %:y agile lcaps. Others run crab-like, side-
ways or backward, occasionally throwir}p oat
adherive threads to entrap their victims.

“How curious!"

USES oF THE BILK.

“Isit not? I must geta new pipe stem; this
one is getting foul. What was I saying? Oh,
about spiders’ webs. The animals not only use
their silk for building their nets and dwellings,
but for other purposes as well. With strands
of it they bimr the limbs of a struggling insect
they have captured. Asingle fllament serves to
attach to earth certain varieties, while like aero-
nauts they flont far off in the calm atmosphere
for hours. With softer threads than those em-
ployed for other objects they weave bags to ree
ceive their eggs and to serve as a nest for the
young. This silk is a thick, glutinous, transpar-
ent liquid, much like a solution of gum arabic,
which can be drawn out into threais, bat
hardens quickly on exposure to the air. In
this much it resembles the filaments spun by
silk worms and other caterpillars.

*“The webs of spiders make a very Leantiful
materiul for the weaving of various fabrics,
which would bhave a high commercial value if
it were possible to obtain more of it. Unfor-
tunately spiders cannot be set to spin peace-
ably together like silkworms. Put any given
number of the arachnids together and they
will fall promptly to killing and enting one
another until only one fierce and corpulent
speciraen is left alive. 1t is only the impracti-
cability of providing earh spider with a pen by
herself to spin in that prevents their product
from being regularly quoted at a high price in
the market.”

HOW SHE 8SPINs.

“But how does the spider spin, pray?"”

“The apparatus it uses for the purpese is far
more compiicatod than that of the silk worm.
Madam Spider has usually three pair of ‘spin-
nereta,’ a8 they are called, at the hinder ex-
tromity of ber body, through which the threads
are produced. The glands which secrete the
gummy fluid are situated inside the abdomen,
among the intestines. These spinnerets con-
tain from 300 to 1,000 fine tubes, through which
the fluid is made to coze at the will of the ani-
mal. Tne multiplicity of strands thus pro-
duced simnltancously have a purpose, inasmuch
as thearachuid must baveitaropes aﬂickl made.
If each rope consisted of asingle thick filament
it would take some time to harden and thus be-
como strong. This would never do.
DESTROYING THE VICTIM.

“Suppose a fiy, for example, to become en-
tangled in a spider’s web. No time is to be
lost, the struggling vietim by its efforts to es-
capo is tearing the meshes which entangle it
and would soon break loose did mnot its lurking
destroyer at once rush out to complete the
capture and save its net, spun with so much
h&r. from ruin. With the swiftness of
thought it darts upon its prey and, before the
eyo of the speciator can com,
maneuver, the poor fly is swathed in
bands until it is as incapable of mo
Egyptan mummy. To allow the
perform such o feat as this its thread m
instantanecusly at llt:hdhpoul.
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have been im

ous filaments itable thinness no time
is loat in ; from fluid they are at
once conve intoa rope, resdy for

“] dare say you bave noticed the ‘geometric’
spider webs, so-called, with cables stretched
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average activity will construct such a net, if

uninferrupted, in less than three-quarters of an
nA‘;;“m' m‘r’
“None that live in the water. How-
over, there are spiders in the sea. You
find them cra about on seaweedsalong

than
is better developed,
ﬂmmmdu;‘uuﬁ.w.smm l:.:::
™ noer claws somewhat resem
those of & crab or iobster.”

———
“HERE'S LOOKING AT YOU.”

mmmmqumnouu
People in America.
From the Cincinnat! Conmercial-Gazctte.

There is lews dissipation among the men at
waiering places than is generally supposed.
In fact, it may be broadly asserted that there
is leas dissipation among American men than
there was in the past, and, furthermore, it
grows less and less vear by vear.

_All the work of temperunee fanaties and pro-
hibition cranks who would revolutionize hu-
manity by legal enactment is as nothing com-
pared with the influence of growing self-re-
spect, education and better breeding.

No one but the professional pessimist or the

ogue fails to ze this fact, and
it comes about through a higher average of
geoa::’i.m;. in the better sense the ill-treated
w

Aslong a8 men are men hey will eat and
drink and have some fun; but there are all gra-
dations in the process, from the bummer who
fulls into the gutter or the savage who tills him-
self with firewater and raw dog to the gentle-
man who, in a cafe, takes a drink in good fel-
lowskip with some friends, or in his club or his
home eates his dinner and comforts bimself
with a glass or two of wine in pleasant compan=
ionship,

Intoxication becomes more and more dis-
gruceful. Among the better classes of men the
viriting of public suloons and the stand-up
drinking at bars is falling more and more into
disrepute.

Another strong influence to this end is that
the driuking habit, even in moderation, connts
It; ﬁl}lrply aguinst a mau in the business affairs
of life.

“'Is he a drinking man?” is one of the first
and main guestions put by one man of another
with whom any business relation is proposed,
and *“Is he a drinking man?” “Is he n married
man?” are the two questions alwhys asked by
any businees man or firm concerning a pro-
posed employe or associate.

This no doubt tends to hold many a man to
paths of sobriety who, haps, has not enough
scll-respect to do so. ’Ftel:_v can't indulge be-
canse, iu a business sense, they ‘‘can't afford
mll

In old times drunkenness was not considered
disreputable among the “geatry.” The great
man was the “‘four-bottle man,” and the hero
of the occasion at a drinking bout was the one
who could *‘put all the otherzsunder the table.”
All this has not entirely disappeared—not by
any means—for hebits and human nature do
not change in a day. But there certainly has
been a marked alteration for the better. The
man who, in an assembly of gentlemen at din-
ner or elsewhere, gets drunk, makes himself
obnoxious. He is not applauded, he is not even
}:ilied. He is condemned and his company
ought shy of thereafter.

In other respects men’s habits are improving
as the country gets older and richer und time
is bhad for travel and ecultivation of the
amenities.

Prancing, Posturing and Dancing.
From Temple Bar.
There is not in China at any time overmuch
of the charity that thinketh no evil, and where
women are concerned there would seem to be

none at all. A bandshake between a man and a
woman is as badly coustrued there as was ever
a casual kiss in our own divorce court. But
Yuan, when deseribing our social gatherings,
does so without any overt condemuation; per-
hape he thonght that a plain and straightfor-
ward st‘liucription of them would be quite
enough.

“‘Besides finvitations to dinner,” he writes,
‘there are invitations to tea parties, such as
are occesionally given by wealthy merchants or
distinguished officials. When the time comes
an equal number of men and women assemble,
and tea, sugar, milk, bread and the like are set
out as aids to conuversation. More particularly
are there invitations to lkir and posture when
the host decides what man 1is to be the partner
of what woman and what woman of what man.
Then, with both arms grasping each other,they
leave the table in and leap, skip, posture
and prance for their mutaal gratification. A
man and a woman previously unknown to one
snother may take part in in. They call this
skipping tanshen (dancing).”

The reason for this curious proceeding on
the part of our countrymen was well explained
by a recent writer in a Chinese tllustratod
per, the Hwa Pao. “‘Western etiquette re-
quires,” he says, “the man in search of a wife
to write to the girl's home and agree upon
some time and place for a skipping maich™
(scilicet, n dance).

-

The Frevention of Epidemica,
From the New York Tribune.

The seventh international congress of hygiene
and demography, held in London thismenth, was
a notable affair. Over 3,000 delegates were pres-
ent from all parts of the world. A wide range
of subjects was discussed, and a valuable com-
parison and exchange of opinions on questions
of universal interest resulted. The sectional
divisions included bacteriology, the relation of
diseases of brutes tothose of man, infancy,
childhood and school life, chemistry and

ic# in relation to hygiene, architecture and
E th, engineering and health. paval and mili-
tary hygiene and indnstrial hygicne. Perhaps
the most noteworthy point of agreement was
ns to the need of a scientific basis for all pri-
vate and public health measures. As the Lon-
don fancet remarks, savitary reform is too
often undertaken with a painfully inadequate
regard to scientific laws, and we are not sure
thnt even in this country the reproach is alto-
gether unmerited.

The subject of “Preventive Medicine™ was
perhaps the most widely iuteresting of all, as it
embraced the exclusion and control of roving
epidemics. Sir Joseph Frauyrer opened the dis-
cussion and i wore read by delegates
from Fraoce, ind, India, Australia and the
United States. Remarkable unavimity was dis-
played as to the ineflicacy of the ordinary quar-
aniine, and the testimony adduced may be ad-
vantageously pondered by western sanitarians
who rely exclusively on this ancient suteguard
for protection from cholera and yellow fever
invasions. Bir Joseph Frayrer is said to have
“repudiated quarantine, because he thought
it could have no possible effect in practice,”
and Burgecn ‘ieneral Cunningham advaunced
the s ing proposition that no exemption
from cholera has ever been proved to be due
to quarantine. The motive of these assertions
lies, of course, in the Dbelief that personal
communication is not the prime factor in
the spread of diseasc—a belief that recent hap-
peniugs in this city show is gaining ground
among enlightened physicians. Before trained
observation wae employed in the svstematic
collation of statistizs it wus reasonable to sup-
pose that the provention of actual bodily con-
tact was paramount to all other cousiderations.
Lately, however, evidence has multiplied of the
extension of epidemics to new localities with-
out any trace of importation or of communi-
cation between those attacked and persons pre-
viously affected. Buch was the case, ing
to Dr. Lawson, at Bouthampton in 1865, at New
Orleans in 1873 and in the south of France in
1884, each of these instances having been care-

f investigated on the spot.
uil‘yh & comparati ?;QI that ad-
monishes the individ to calculate kis own

GIANT APES IN BORNEO.

of Man That Live ian Trees.
“BII’ ACQUAINTANCE WITH APES/

bas been chiefly made in Bormeo,”
said Prof. Henry A. Ward, the famous nataral
science collector of Rochester, to a Sras re-
porter the other day. *“That great island is
the bome of the orang, which is the most
arboreal of allmonkeys. The animalslive intrees
altogether, rarely, if ever, visiting the ground.
It takes two good marksmen to shoot one, be-
couse they dodge around the tranks. They do
all their fighting aloft, and it is great fun to see
them drop the armfuls of fruit they have
gnthered in contests for its possession. They
are plentiful in the low lands near the coast. It
is rarely that anybody ventures into the inte-
rior, beecause there the head-hunting natives
prowl. Among them each man is reguired to
bave eecured u bead before Le is permitted to
marry, and on this sccount the young gentle-
men savages are continually looking sbout for
somebody to kill. This makes traveling dis-
agreeable.

NESTS OF ORANGS.

“One of the most noticeable features of the
landscape in Borueo is the nests of orangs
which are scattered about thickly among the
tall trees. From their number one might gela
greatly exaggerated impression of the plenti-
fulness of the species, unless it were under-
stood how and for what purpose these roosting
places are constructed. The beasts are greatly
annoyed by flies, from which they are able to
E:olcct the front part oY their bodies with their

nds, but they cannot keep the vicious insects
from biting them in the rear, and so they
gather a quantity of leaves and branches and
mnke them into couches to repose against
among the boughs. A protection of this sort
serves very well for a while, but preseatly its
material begins to decom and the decaying
leaves attract the flies, which the orang is so
anxious to getrid of. Then be is obliged to
make another nest of fresh stuff, and so he may
require dozens of them in the course of a year.
Inassmuch as ho doss not take the trouble to
temove the old ones, they remain to adorn the
tree top in which he swinge himsclf about.

CTRIOUS METEODS OF FIGHTING.

ing. In their conflicts among themselves,
which are frequent, their effort is always to
scize the fingers of their adversaries and bite
them. A very beautiful group of these ani-
mals at the National Museum, mounted by Mr.
Horneday, admirably illustrates s typical en-
counter of the sort. It is owing to this method
of battle that it is almost impossible to procure
a skin which does not lack some of the fingers.
If defending itself against a man the beast will
alwaya attempt to grab the arms of his human
oppouent, so a8 to chew off Lis fingers. For
this purpose its jaw is excellently adapted,
being enormously powerful and equipped with
huge incisors.
THE PAVORITE FOOD
of the orang is the *durion’ fruit, which is,
perhaps, the most delicious in the world, unit-
iug, as it does. the flavors of the peach, the
pear and the strawberry. Like most things
uearly perfect, however, this fruit hus a draw-
back—namely, that it leaves s taste in the
mouth the next day after it is eaten which is
more abominable than can either be described
or conceived. To protect itself from the rain
the orang erooks its arms over its head.
hair on the orang's upper arm pointe down-
ward, while on the lower arm it points upward,
the apparent purpose being to shed rain
like a thatch when the attitude I have described
is assumed.
A NATURAL ACROBAT.

“The other great ape which makes its home

in Borneo is the Gibbon, which is a small ani-

mal compared with the oraug, weighing only
about forty or fifty pounds, It is wery frail in
its bodily make-up. The is set squarely
upon the shoulders aund it looks npward. When
waulking on the ground it balances itself along
like a walker on the tight rope. Its remarka-
ble power of grasp and dexterity in using ite
hands is equally with the shupe of its cranium
an mndex (ﬁ' its superior intelligence, perhaps
because it is able to take hold of a greater num-
ber of things and examine them. The Gibbon
is a natural acrobat. Its trapeze performances
in trees are simply marvelous,

“The animals go in droves, whereas orangs
live by families, and one of the most interesting
spectucles imnginable is to see a troop of them
crossiug a great gap in the forest by throwin
themselves in succession through the air, ﬂo!
one tuking a swing or two to gather momen-

tum before launching himsel. So lEN“ is their
agility that in executing feats of this sort they
secm like birds.

“Nativea in the corntries inhabited by great
apes regard them slways as human beings of
interior types, and it is for this reason that for
o long time it was fodnd impossible to get hold
of an entire gorilla skin, because the savuges
considered it religiously necessary to cut off
the hands and feet of the animals when they
killed them, just as they do with their enemies,
B:uibl_v for the purpose of rendering them

rmless in case they should by any chanece
come to life again.”

e —
One Way to Bave a Postage Stamp.
From the Chicago Dally News.

“I'll wager 3 that I can address a letter and
have it stamped and mgiled for me without
touching it after I write the address, or with-
out speaking to anybody,” remarked & commer-
cial man at the Grand Pacific, addressing
traveler friend.

“Can't play any of vour tricks on me,"” re-
sponded the companion.

“No tricks. I want to teach you a point
about hotel life. Wateh me.”

Bigelow hurried up to the counter, seized a
botel envelope and addressed it in a bold, sym-
metrical hand to s friend in 8t. Louis. en
be suddenly left the counter, leaving the en-
velope ready to be mailed near the r.

Soon along came Clerk Shaefler. He eved
the missive, sized up the penmanship, said
something sbout the guest trying to play the
house for a postage stamp, placed one of those
necessary little pssters upon the envelope and
mailed it.

*Sece,” said Mr. Bigelow, “I told wou the
‘gag’ would work inalarge hotel. That is an
old trick played by u great many chair warm-
ers. The zlerks find the unstamped envelopes
and, fearing that a guest has forgotten to mail
an important letter, they send it. That is one
way of saving postage, but let us hope it will
uot spread.”

Safety in Thunder Storms,
From the London Globe.,

Recent thunder storms have confirmed the old
saying that it is dangerous to stand under troes
during lightning. Isolated trees are more apt
to be rtruck thanaclump, and especially if they
are near water. An oak tree by s pond is

damp

It would be saler to lie flat on the

“Orangs have a very curious method of fight-'

considered by electricians as offering & par- little
ticularly unsafe position. In fact, water and
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Ones and Use Them in Common.
OII or

among
ing Washington is Prol. Henry A Ward,
great natural scicnce collector of Rochester,
. He bas spent his life in traveling «ll
over the world for the purpose of gathering
material for museama.  The adrentures be
met with while in pursuit of curiosities in one
far corner of the earth or another would al
many delightful books.
other day he referred 1o an e xpedition he once
made in search of an extruordinary Anstralisn
bird which has & communal nest, & whole
flock uniting their efforts i its constraction
and sharing its conveniences for the parpose of
laying their egge.

“It was in the neighborbood of Fort
on Torres straite,” said the professor
resentative of Tux Sras. “I had some native
black follows with me and & lot of biscuits w
pay them with. Biscuite go with them for

&s well as money, becruse they care for

are more
save a band around the left arm 10 bold ¢ to=
bacco pipe that is stuck in it when ot in use,
One must take care not to let them bave any
‘bixis,” as they call them, until their work
done. Otberwise, having gobbled them, they
wre likely to lie down at any moment and go to
ohr;;.;.hongh it be in the middle of the road

“These particularblack fellows hed
to guide me to & nest of the ‘brush torkes.’ [
had never soen oue and was very anxious to de

ncessantly to be
When opportunity served they olimbed tall
trees for oysters. The rise and fall of the tides
in Torres straits is enormous, and the ¥
which are under water when it is high, being
attached to the trunks of trees, are left ton 1o
twelve feet ous of waler when it 1s at its lowest.
I saw two gigantic kangaroos on that trip and
measured the leaps of one of them. irty~
two feet the tape
taking it from toe mark to toe mark, as the snis
mal ioft them in the sand. It i marvelous to
woe one of those great marsupials streakl
ncross the country in immense bounds, literally

earth in its fight. The beast really looks as it
it wus fiying, and [ am not surprised that € 5
Cook’'s naturalist should have lmﬂnkm‘&
first kanguroo be saw for a bird.

“‘On our way to find the nest I came acroms &
beautiful specimen of & rare kind of lizard,
commonly called the “flvy
1t sometimes appears to
in the mir 10 some extont as does & flying squir-

This one, which had an especisliy large
and fine rufe around its neck, crawled into &

when it fell onm 1

said, ‘Good, good ' Soon afterward wy attens
tion was called to a sort of “Jack-in-the-pulpit’
that grew in o little dell.  Its leaves
what withered, which fact wus sccounted for
when another of my aboriginel cowmpanions
plucked the
me

illar quite & foot in length. 1
P ’_‘I.

appreciation and rubbed Lis stomach uiso.

built up. All the surface soil bad been scraped
away foral distance arcund for adding e
the secumula . When the brash ‘33
Lave thus mude their enrth ready for
season » laying they cut s cvlindrical hole down
into the middle of it. Into this they get, oug
by one, and lay their eggs.

THE MOST INTERESTING
the scientists who have been

Ir conversation the

FAYING WITH BISCTITHR.

Darwin,

to s repe

in life but esting. I you give them
¥ oarry them in their enrs, and
t than not 1o wear no clothes st

occasion one of serious ¢xigency.
PRUSH TURKEYS,

our jour my companions seemed

ing for sowething to eal

line showed for emch jump,

ifsell through the air with its migh
‘:d bardly weeming to touch &

A FLYIXG DRAGON.

dragon,” because
Y. supporting itself

log to I npended the |

told one of the bia
to pick it up. He did so, and immedi-

astousbed, rubbed las stomach,

plant up by the roots and showed
from them s brig
lutter he

1d :r by one end, dropped 1t down his
bLis cyes in an ecstasy of gustatory

HOW THE EGGA ARE HATCHED,

“As soon as all are through they 6ll up the
hole, leaving a cavity shaped like n wash basin
on the top of the mound. Raine come, and the
water retained in this bollow filters l.hlm to
the deposit of leaves, which are thus o
decompose. The beat

of decompos:tion atchos
. wnd the young *owis barrow their way

the moung, not upward, but through the
wides. llh.mbrﬂpmlq
own mother, for the parent birds give mo
ithoq-htnorml;tlmrolnpﬂn'aﬂu
ting their egge. You can imagiue what & vast
amount of material is put into

that knows itg

Austrulia made his wdu. patch
one of the mounds.”
————

One Thing George Didn"t Koow.
From the New York Tribune.
They were walking on a hillside overlooking
Lake Champlain,
“George, dear,” she said, “how churming if
is to get away from the bheated citr and its artie
ficial life and spend a few weeks among these

simple rustics. What are those little ‘m
things growing on those trees’ They like
sberries.”
“T'hose are apples. Mabel."”

how absurd you are!

Those littie things! 1'm going to ask this wee

girl and woe.”

“Nonsense, Mabel, don't displey your igno-

Don't you think I know! Those are

apples in their first stage, far from ripe yet,
smnll und green.  Gooseberries don’t grow on
troes, anyway; they grow on bushes."

“‘Dear George, how clever you sre to know
all thowe things.
How heavily the trees are loaded | All but one,

Where did you lesru it all?

thut one. Look st that one, George,

It bos no apples atall on 6. What is the ress
son of that, dear?”

“Well, reully, Mabel, T know & good deal
about taings in general, but it's a little difficuls
to suy just why that tree bae no apjles. 1 pres
sume the farmer has

picked them wll.”
George, how could the apples on ong

tree ripen so far ahead off the otber?™
.-P‘wlp
“Then
“'.'\\'h.t s little tease 1t is,"" suid he
wind shook them off. perha ukmlhg
destroyed the buds; perhaps .':om ngs,
dear. Agriculture i a precarious pursuit.
About as safe as poker, 1 should say.”
“Now,
ittle girl
*Little girl, can you ftell me why this treg
has not s

be likes them green.”
why not pick some off the other trees?"

“Perbapg

George, dear, Just let me see If thig
kuows.

apple on it, while the otherg

wre fuirl
"(ht‘l.li itth not an apple tree, ma'am.”
And it wasn't.

——————e —
How to Handle Gubs.

TFrom the Forest and Streamn.
Having been asked by friends frequently for

advice for their boyes in handling guns, I send

you a digest of same. Verhaps, us the shooting

season will now be on

#o0u, you might think

them worth publication:
| z-pty::h-dad.mpoht-mhnl‘
yourself or any other person.

2 When carry your gunat the halfy
cock. If in cover, let your haand shield she
3. When riding from one ground te
another, or have your gun in
mywm ila
brecch . it being so easy to rephace them.
l'{:-mh-l:::-, ~X brosh off
pisce a on
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